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'‘Anthem for Gilgamesh' (Spinney Records 2014), lyrics and music by Jenny Lewis
with a poetry extract from 'Second Song to Inanna/ Ishtar' by Adnan al Sayegh,
2013. Translations by Ruba Abughaida, Adnan al Sayegh and Jenny Lewis. From
the Arts Council-funded 'Writing Mesopotamia' project. First World War film clips by
kind permission of the Trustees of the Imperial War Museum.

Music Production - Rowland Prytherch

Arabic subtitling - Mouthanna al Sayegh

Performers - Performers: Jenny Lewis, Adnan al Sayegh, Abigail Hawkesworth. With
Alison Bentley, Tarik Beshir, Jon Berry, Divine Chipanga, Ed Hawkesworth, Tom
Hawkesworth, Gail Ferguson, Isobel Harris, Manda Joyce, Rowland Prytherch,
Music and lyrics - Jenny Lewis. Poetry - Adnan al Sayegh

Film Production - Chris O'Donnell.
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ANTHEM FOR GILGAMESH
By Jenny Lewis
September 2013

Translated by Ruba Abughaid and Adnan al-Sayegh

First | thought you were a mirage
but soon you made me your city -
Gilgamesh by Uruk’s wall

wound a strand of wool round Inanna's heart...

.. we walked in the rain by the Euphrates
heard Eve singing in her garden
she was clothed in innocence

naming the birds...

Oh Gilgamesh, come home!
Your people need you like the rain.
Oh Gilgamesh, come home —

| need your DNA beside me again.

the genie said.. | am on my way to paradise
to look for my father
and you held out your hand -

offered to show her the way...

...my Gilgamesh, stay safe in Uruk

inside the citadel I've built you a sky,



look up from your pain and bewilderment

you’ll see the light goes on and on...

Oh Gilgamesh, come home!
Your country needs you like the rain.
Oh Gilgamesh, come home —

| need your DNA beside me again.

ADNAN: When we surface we find our boat is rudderless -
not even Uta-napishtim can steer a drunken boat...

Oh Inanna, how do we get back to Uruk, destroyed by the flood?

We are washed from depths to depths,

passing river bank after river bank

We didn’t know that exile would go on so long,

that our journey would only bring loss.

So come close, let poetry be our country,
poetry and love, and wine...how beautiful these countries are,

how expansive.

...we walked in the rain by the Isis
heard Eve singing in her garden
she was dressed in flowers

spreading the word



the genie said I'm on my way to paradise
to look for my father
and you held out your hand

and offered to show her the way

Oh Gilgamesh, come home!
Your people need you like the rain.
Oh Gilgamesh, come home

| need your DNA beside me again.

...we walked in the rain by the Tigris
heard Eve singing in her garden
she was made of miracles

healing the world...

My Gilgamesh, stay safe in Uruk
inside the citadel, I've built you a sky
look up from your pain and bewilderment

you’ll see the light goes on, and on, and on...



