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War Poets Today: East Meets West

With US poet Brian Turner, Iraqi poet Adnan Al Sayegh, and British poet Jenny Lewis, plus Patricia de Mayo playing oud

Tuesday 12 August, 6.30—8pm, Education Centre

Three poets recite their own poetry on the subject of war. Focusing on personal experience and reflection, this recital will contemplate the harrowing subject of warfare and its aftermath.

Patricia de Mayo will be accompanying the poets on the oud.


http://forum.seh.ox.ac.uk/viewtopic.php?t=952&p=8927

Jenny Lewis: “Tremendous to have Brian Turner with us last night at the Ashmolean Museum for our War Poets Today reading with Adnan al Sayegh and hear Brian and Adnan read
each other's poems in translation. Brian also read from his new memoir - My Life as a Foreign Country - charting his time as a sergeant in the US Army in Irag. Hugely compelling. Many
thanks to them both”.
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http://www.adnanalsayegh.com/ara/index.asp?DO=BOCKER&booknr=8&id=24



http://www.adnanalsayegh.com/ara/index.asp?DO=BOCKER&booknr=8&id=24

CLOTHESLINE

Poem by: Adnan al-Sayegh

Translated by: Jenny Lewis and Elias khamis

On a morning rainbow
the woman hangs
the laundry of her days
groping his clothes that were stained with the dust of war
and the somnolence of her scandalous bed sheet
Suddenly .......
She sneaks a look
to her neighbour's roof
while she is hanging her black clothes
and grasps her heart, with her hand
- as squeezed lemon -
and descends hastily
to the bedroom
and clings to her husband's neck
while he is rubbing his eyes
dumbstruck
to the sight of his wife ....

..... wearing black clothes



From "Under a Strange Sky 5" (London, 1994; Beirut, 2002; Cairo, 2006).

In the Leupold Scope

Poem by: Brian Turner

With a 40X60mm spotting scope

| traverse the Halabjah skyline,

scanning rooftops two thousand meters out
to find a woman in sparkling green, standing
among antennas and satellite dishes,

hanging laundry on an invisible line.

She is dressing the dead, clothing them

as they wait in silence, the pigeons circling
as fumestacks billow a noxious black smoke.
She is welcoming them back to the dry earth,
giving them dresses in tangerine and teal,

woven cotton shirts dyed blue.

She waits for them to lean forward



into the breeze, for the wind’s breath

to return the bodies they once had,
women with breasts swollen by milk,
men with shepherd-thin bodies, children

running hard into the horizon’s curving lens.

From HERE, BULLET (Alice James Books, 2005)

http://www.smith.edu/poetrycenter/poets/intheleupoldscope.html



http://www.smith.edu/poetrycenter/poets/intheleupoldscope.html
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http://www.ahewar.org/debat/show.art.asp?aid=345691



http://www.ahewar.org/debat/show.art.asp?aid=345691




